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REPORT ON THE PARISH FIELD

PARISH  PASTORAL COUNCIL INITIATIVE 

St. Anthony’s Parish Pastoral Committee (PPC) consists of volunteer 
parishioners and the Parish Priest.  From late 2018 into early 2019 the PPC 
regularly discussed whether the Parish Field could be used towards helping 
the homeless crisis and how we as Christians could help those in need.

In March 2019 the PPC decided to set up a Steering Committee (SC), 
whose purpose was to gather information on possibilities and report  back 
to the PPC, who would subsequently consult the Parish.  Sale to any private 
developer was not to be considered.  The SC consisted of three members 
of the PPC, one representative from the Parish Finance Committee and 
co-opted experts in the fields of Architecture, Building Engineering, Law 
and the Caring Professions.  The establishment and remit of the SC was 
outlined in the Parish Newsletter to keep Parishioners informed.  
The key motivation outlined there was as follows:
 
St. Anthony's Parish Pastoral Council, after considerable reflection and 
discussion, have made a decision to explore the possibility of developing 
all or part of the parish field with a view to providing accommodation for 
people in need.  This decision was made mindful of our calling as a Christian 
Community and in the spirit of the gospel of Jesus Christ who calls on us 
'to feed the hungry, cloth the naked and shelter the homeless'. We are also 
motivated by our awareness of the homeless crisis in our country.

FIELD CLEAN UP

The cleaning up of the field in July was undertaken due to the amount of 
rubbish and illegal dumping in the parish field and was not connected in 
any way to possible development of the land.



THE STEERING COMMITTEE

The Steering Committee (SC) met with the following charities and Housing 
Associations. 

Alone (www.alone.ie), Irish Wheelchair Association (www.iwa.ie), Sophia 
(www.sophia.ie), Respond (www.respond.ie) and Ocualann (www.ocualann.ie)

The SC also had discussions with FOLD and CLUID; neither organisation was 
interested in the site.  Prior to the SC being established, some members of the 
PPC met with Dublin City Council (DCC) officials and established that there 
were no fundamental planning or access issues that might preclude building on 
the field.  A number of representations by e-mail, letter and in person were made 
to members of the PPC and directly to the Parish over the summer.  Some were 
against and some were in favour of the idea of using some of the field for Social 
Housing.  These representations were brought to the attention of both SC and 
PPC and were an important input to their discussions.

THE STEERING COMMITTEE REPORT                                      

The SC presented its findings to the PPC and several members of the Finance 
Committee on 12th October.  The main facts about the field established by the 
SC are:                                                                           

• It has now been established from scrutiny of the Deeds that the field was 
purchased by St. Anthony’s from Tom Donnelly for £7,500 in 1970 when Fr. 
Brophy was the parish priest (not donated, as some had previously thought). 
The Deeds are held on behalf of the Parish by St. Laurence O’Toole Trust 
(representing the Archdiocese). There are no restrictions on the use of the 
field.   The field is zoned for Residential use by DCC and an independent 
current (2019) market valuation of €2.3m was obtained.

• The field is not currently listed on the Vacant Sites Register maintained by 
DCC, but were this to happen it could become a substantial ongoing drain 
on Parish finances.  There are provisions in current legislation which allows 
DCC to impose a levy on unused building land at a rate of 7% of the value 
of the land, payable annually.

• While there are multiple access roads/lanes for entry and exit to the field any 
proposal will depend on the site plan, the opinion of DCC Traffic Department 
and discussion with the Parish.  Care will be taken to avoid creation of any 
rat-runs.



REPORT FROM HOUSING ASSOCIATIONS

The meetings with the Charities/Housing Associations established that they 
generally operate the following business model:

• The Association would purchase the field, but at a discount below market 
price, to allow them to build better quality housing for people in need.

• Standard practice is that a covenant or legally binding declaration would be 
signed by both parties to ensure that the Charity proceeds with the agreed 
proposal and does not sell it to a third party or use it for another purpose.

• The Housing Associations are largely dependent on government grants 
towards financing the construction costs.  These grants are contingent on 
the Charity, housing people from the DCC Local Authority housing list. 

• If the parish wants a small number of units to be available to elderly  
parishioners, this can be investigated, but grants would not apply in these 
cases and a different financing model would be required for these units.

• All Charities were open to a requirement that space adjacent to St. Anthony’s 
House would remain for potential future expansion of St. Anthony's House 
and that community type space would remain, for use both by residents and 
locals.

• General best practice is to favour a mixed development which is seen as 
healthier for the residents i.e. a mixture of elderly, people with disabilities, 
some families and some single people.  Most of the charities favour this type 
of development, however some charities specialise exclusively in each of 
these sub-categories.

• The Agency would manage, supervise  and maintain any development in the 
long term.  All five Agencies were enthusiastic about longer term cooperation 
with the parish and with St Anthony’s House and all were committed to 
extensive consultation with Parishioners and other residents at all stages, to 
achieve a development which is sensitive in height, scale and scope to their 
concerns. 

The steering committee found great merit in all the organisations who presented 
outline proposals and prioritized one proposal in its report to the PPC.  The 
information gathering objective of the SC has been completed and presented.  



THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL PROPOSAL 

The PPC would like to express its appreciation to the experts 
who volunteered a substantial amount of their time to help in the 
information gathering process.  The PPC endorsed the principle that 
the Parish should use a substantial portion of the field to help people 
in need of housing, while also retaining some community space.  
The PPC agreed that the next step would be to provide the parish 
with a summary of progress to date (this document); to consult with 
parishioners on the nature and scale of any development; and the 
target groups who might be housed (see Consultation Questionnaire 
accompanying this document).

The members of the PPC understand the concerns of Parishioners 
who feel unhappy about changes in the status of the field, but given 
the extent and depth of the homeless crisis, we feel that as Christmas 
approaches, we as a Christian Parish are being challenged by the 
Gospel to ensure that there will be some more room at the Inn.  We 
therefore offer you all, our fellow-Parishioners, an invitation and 
an opportunity to support and work with the PPC so that together 
we can follow the spirit of Jesus Christ’s teaching in using this 
valuable parish asset to provide homes for people in need, while 
still preserving some amenity space for both our new neighbours 
and existing residents. 

St. Anthony’s Parish Pastoral Council
November 2019
 

Please complete the enclosed questionnaire and deposit it 
in the Parish Survey Box situated in the Church. Closing 
date of completed questionnaires is Sunday 26th January 
2020. 
Thank you for your participation

The Parish Pastoral Council


